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“Religious education (RE) should make a major contribution to the education of children and young 

people. At its best, it is intellectually challenging and personally enriching. It helps young people 

develop beliefs and values, and promotes the virtues of respect and empathy, which are important in 

our diverse society. It fosters civilised debate and reasoned argument, and helps pupils to 

understand the place of religion and belief in the modern world.”   

Ofsted 

RE Intent 

At Glusburn School, we want children to explore challenging questions that focus on: meaning and purpose in life, 

beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. 

How is the RE curriculum implemented? 

Children experience weekly RE lessons, this allows them sufficient time to become fluent in their knowledge and 
skills, and recalls will ensure this is embedded in their long term memory. 
 
We follow North Yorkshire’s ‘Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education’. We introduce knowledge of religions in a 

thought out sequence of topics that examine beliefs and their impact on the many areas of life; family, worship, 

customs. 

RE is a compulsory part of the curriculum for all Reception age pupils and is taught using the North Yorkshire ‘Agreed 

Syllabus for Religious Education’. 

RE is non-statutory for Nursery age pupils, although teachers may wish to incorporate RE material into children’s 

activities if they choose to.  

Our aim is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant human questions which religions and world views 

address, so they can develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and understand why and how 

people live as they do and develop responses of their own. 

How is RE enabled in the Early Years? 

In Early Years RE is taught through the Specific area of Understanding the World: People and communities and is 
enabled through, for example: providing activities and opportunities for children to share experiences and 
knowledge from different parts of their lives with each other; providing ways of preserving memories of special 
events; inviting children and families with experiences of living in other countries to bring in photographs and 
objects from their home cultures including those from family members living in different areas of the UK and 
abroad; ensuring the use of modern photographs of parts of the world that are commonly stereotyped and 
misrepresented; helping children to learn positive attitudes and challenge negative attitudes and stereotypes; 
visiting different parts of the local community; providing role-play areas with a variety of resources reflecting 
diversity; making a display with the children, showing all the people who make up the community of the setting; 
sharing stories that reflect the diversity of children’s experiences; inviting people from a range of cultural 
backgrounds to talk about aspects of their lives.  
 
Whilst also considering the following questions from the North Yorkshire’s ‘Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education’: 
Which stories are special and why? Which people are special and why? Which places are special and why? What 
times are special and why? Being special: where do we belong? What is special about our world? 
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How does RE reflect our school’s values and ethos? 

The content of the curriculum reflects that the religious traditions in Britain are, in the main, Christian, but also that 
an understanding of key religions such as Islam and Judaism is essential in developing tolerance for and respectful 
recognition of different beliefs.  

 
UNCRC ARTICLE 14: Every child has the right to think and believe what they choose, and to practise their religion, 
provided this does not prevent others from enjoying their rights. The state should respect the rights and 
responsibilities of parents to provide direction to their child that is appropriate to his or her development.  
 
How does the curriculum impact on children’s cultural capital and becoming well rounded citizens? 

The children learn to reflect on their own and other’s beliefs and articulate their understanding with reasoned and 

balanced arguments. 

Special Educational Needs and Disability 

We recognise that pupils with SEND have a range of different needs and starting points. Some of our pupils have 
severe, complex or profound needs that have a significant impact on their cognitive development, especially the 
way that they are able to make alterations to their long-term memory.  
Teachers are ambitious for all pupils including those with SEND, developing and adapting the curriculum so that it is 
coherently sequenced to all pupils’ needs, starting points and aspirations for the future; acquiring the knowledge 
and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. 

UNCRC ARTICLE 23: A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life in conditions that promote 

dignity, independence and an active role in the community.  

How is R.E assessed? 

Each unit of work begins by ascertaining the children’s prior knowledge and any connected knowledge held in their 

long term memory. Any misconceptions that arise throughout the unit are identified and address appropriately. 

Children continue to recall their knowledge throughout a unit in order to ensure an alteration in long term memory. 

The curriculum provides sufficient opportunities for planned revisits of previously learned knowledge, concepts and 

procedures; this is to ensure that, once learned, knowledge becomes deeply embedded in pupils’ memories.  

Regular ‘low stake’ assessments and ‘deliberate practice’ are used in order to strengthen memory by revisiting at 

gradually increasing intervals.  

These ‘Learning Vibrations’ occur throughout units of work so that all children have the opportunity to make 

connections and embed the information in their long term memory. To ensure that these connections become 

stronger and children have gained the intended understanding and unconscious competence in knowledge, 

‘Learning Vibrations’ after a half-term’s unit of work: at the end of the unit/half-term; approximately two weeks 

later (at the beginning of the next half-term); approximately six weeks later (at the end of that half-term) and at the 

end of the school year. This helps the children to tune in, recall and listen to their learning; increasing the volume 

and vibrancy of their knowledge. This system of sequenced ‘Learning Vibrations’ allows children to continue to learn 

new curriculum content whilst also making alterations to long term memory; not overloading the child.  

In Early Years children are assessed against the Early Learning Goal: 

Early learning goal – Understanding the World 

People and communities: Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family 

members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know 

about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

 


