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Geography Intent 

At Glusburn we shape our Geography curriculum to ensure it is fully inclusive to every child. Our aims are to 

fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Geography; providing a broad, balanced and 

differentiated curriculum; ensuring the progressive development of geographical concepts, knowledge and 

skills; and for the children to develop a love for Geography. 

How is the Geography curriculum implemented? 

Geography shares its place within humanities alongside History. Following the Long Term Plan, Geography is 
taught in all year groups in the Spring term. Blocking allows children sufficient time to become fluent in their 
knowledge, and recalls will ensure this is embedded in their long term memory: sequenced Geography lessons, 
deepens children’s knowledge and allows them to fully investigate places and their features before moving 
them on to new content.  
 
Our teaching equips pupils with knowledge about places and people; resources in the environment; physical 

and human processes; formation and use of landscapes. We also want children to develop geographical skills: 

collecting and analysing data; using maps, globes, aerial photographs and digital mapping to name and identify 

countries, continents and oceans; and communicating information in a variety of ways.  

We are fortunate that the location of our school provides us with the opportunities to explore both human 

and physical Geography, developing locational and place knowledge. Links are made with the historical 

development of our village and the local mill. Local walks to a nearby farm in Yr2 lay the foundations for 

understanding the physical features of the local landscape, uses of land and advantages and dis-advantages of 

rural living whilst introducing simple fieldwork skills such as left or right turns and compass directions. 

Residential visits to the nearby outdoor education centres provide the following opportunities for children in 

Yr5/6: 

 Through fieldwork pupils learn about the water cycle and how rivers erode, transport and deposit to 

produce landscape features. The river running through the site provides a wonderful resource for this 

module. 

 Pupils investigate the area to discover what extent man has been an influence in the area. 

 Pupils acquire and develop skills required in following simple courses and recognising symbols on a map. 

Contour lines and interpreting physical features provide the perfect means to differentiate this module.  

How is Geography enabled in the Early Years? 
 
In Early Years Geography is taught through the Specific area of Understanding the World: The World and is 
enabled through for example: using the local area for exploring both the built and the natural environment; 
providing opportunities to observe things closely through a variety of means, including magnifiers and 
photographs; providing play maps and small world equipment for children to create their own environments; 
teaching skills and knowledge in the context of practical activities, e.g. learning about the characteristics of 
liquids and solids by involving children in melting chocolate or cooking eggs; giving opportunities to record 
findings by, e.g. drawing, writing, making a model or photographing; providing stories that help children to 
make sense of different environments; providing stimuli and resources for children to create simple maps and 
plans, paintings, drawings and models of observations of known and imaginary landscapes; giving 
opportunities to design practical, attractive environments, for example, taking care of the flowerbeds or 
organising equipment outdoors. 
 

 

 

 



Glusburn Community Primary School 

Geography Curriculum Rationale 

 

September 2020 

How does the Geography curriculum reflect our school’s values and ethos? 

At Glusburn, we aim for a high quality Geography curriculum which should inspire in pupils a curiosity and 

fascination about the world and its people. As a rights respecting and Eco-school, we would like to see our 

children become ambassadors for our planet and all that it contains and access the Geography curriculum with 

a view to promote an awareness and a respect for the world we live in.  

Our Fairtrade Fortnight annual event enables the school to highlight the issues around Fairtrade and provides 

the children with opportunities to look at other communities around the world and track the journeys taken 

with some of the Fairtraded products.  

Opportunities to gain wider geographical knowledge of the world is interwoven with links to other agencies 

and as part of developing our global citizenship the school has provided platforms for the shelter box 

organisation, refugees, mountaineers and other visiting speakers to engage children in a very tangible way.  

The Shelter box organisation provided the opportunity to look more closely around the area of Nepal and this 

in turn leads to learning about the highest mountains in the UK and the world. Visitors from third world 

countries are encouraged to visit our school in the hope that the children become global citizens with 

responsibilities to protect and care for the world they live in; recognising the main human and physical 

differences between developed and third world countries.  

UNCRC ARTICLE 7: Every child should be registered at birth and has the right to a name, to a nationality and, as 

far as possible, to be cared for by their parents. 

UNCRC ARTICLE 29: Education should help develop every child’s personality, talents and mental and physical 

abilities to the full. It should develop children’s respect for their own rights and those of others, for their 

parents, for their own culture and the cultures of others, and for the natural environment. 

How does the Geography curriculum impact on children’s cultural capital and in becoming well rounded 

citizens? 

Through a range of topics we want children to enjoy and develop their learning about Geography by gaining 

knowledge and skills, not just through experiences in the classroom, but also with the use of fieldwork and 

educational visits and make links with world organisations through our Citizenship curriculum and Rights 

Respecting perspective. Through learning about the Geography of our local area and the country we live in, we 

can make links with the local community and identify what makes us British Citizens.  

Special Educational Needs and Disability 

We recognise that pupils with SEND have a range of different needs and starting points. Some of our pupils 
have severe, complex or profound needs that have a significant impact on their cognitive development, 
especially the way that they are able to make alterations to their long-term memory.  
 
Teachers are ambitious for all pupils including those with SEND, developing and adapting the curriculum so 
that it is coherently sequenced to all pupils’ needs, starting points and aspirations for the future; acquiring the 
knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. 

UNCRC ARTICLE 23: A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life in conditions that 

promote dignity, independence and an active role in the community.  

How is Geography assessed?  

Each unit of work begins by ascertaining the children’s prior knowledge and any connected knowledge held in 

their long term memory. Any misconceptions that arise throughout the unit are identified and address 

appropriately. Children continue to recall their knowledge throughout a unit in order to ensure an alteration in 

long term memory. 
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The curriculum provides sufficient opportunities for planned revisits of previously learned knowledge, 

concepts and procedures; this is to ensure that, once learned, knowledge becomes deeply embedded in pupils’ 

memories.  

Regular ‘low stake’ assessments and ‘deliberate practice’ are used in order to strengthen memory by revisiting 

at gradually increasing intervals.  

These ‘Learning Vibrations’ occur throughout units of work so that all children have the opportunity to make connections 

and embed the information in their long term memory. To ensure that these connections become stronger and children 

have gained the intended understanding and unconscious competence in knowledge, ‘Learning Vibrations’ after a half-

term’s unit of work: at the end of the unit/half-term; approximately two weeks later (at the beginning of the next half-

term); approximately six weeks later (at the end of that half-term) and at the end of the school year. This helps the children 

to tune in, recall and listen to their learning; increasing the volume and vibrancy of their knowledge. This system of 

sequenced ‘Learning Vibrations’ allows children to continue to learn new curriculum content whilst also making alterations 

to long term memory; not overloading the child.  

In Early Years children are assessed against the Early Learning Goal: 

Early learning goal – Understanding the World: The World. 

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They 

talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one 

another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about 

changes. 


