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The school curriculum in England
Introduction
Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based* and which: promotes the spiritual, moral,
cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of later life.
*See Section 78 of the 2002 Education Act which applies to all maintained schools.
The school curriculum comprises all learning and other experiences that each school plans for its pupils. The national curriculum forms
one part of the school curriculum.
All state schools are also required to make provision for a daily act of collective worship and must teach religious education to pupils at
every key stage and sex and relationship education to pupils in secondary education.
Maintained schools in England are legally required to follow the statutory national curriculum which sets out in programmes of study,
on the basis of key stages, subject content for those subjects that should be taught to all pupils. All schools must publish their school
curriculum by subject and academic year online, (please visit the curriculum section of the school website).
Glusburn Community Primary School aims to:
 Engage all learners regardless of age, gender, ability, special need or preferred learning style.
 Facilitate children's acquisition of knowledge, skills and qualities which will help them to develop intellectually, emotionally,
socially, physically, morally and aesthetically, so that they may become independent, responsible, useful, thinking, confident and
considerate members of the community
 Offer a stimulating learning environment,
 Provide memorable experiences and rich opportunities for high quality learning and wider personal development and well-being.
 Ensure that each child's education has continuity and progression
 Ensure that there is a match between the child and the tasks s/he is asked to perform
 Provide a broad and balanced curriculum that provides pupils with their full entitlement and is customised to meet the changing
needs of individuals and groups.
 Recognise the crucial role which parents play in their children's education and make every effort to encourage parental
involvement in the educational process
We aim that all children should:
 Learn: to be adaptable; how to solve problems in a variety of situations; how to work independently and as members of a team
 Develop the ability to make reasoned judgements and choices, based on interpretation and evaluation of relevant information from
a variety of sources
 Be happy, cheerful and well balanced
 Be enthusiastic and eager to put their best into all activities
 Begin acquiring a set of moral values, such as honesty, sincerity, personal responsibility, on which to base their own behaviour
 Be expected to behave in a dignified and acceptable way and learn to become responsible for their actions
 Care for and take pride in their school
 Develop tolerance, respect and appreciation of the feelings and capabilities of others in an unbiased way
 Develop non-sexist and non-racist attitudes
 Know how to think and solve problems mathematically in a variety of situations using concepts of number, algebra, measurement,
shape and space, and handling data
 Be able to listen and read for a variety of purposes and be able to convey their meaning accurately and appropriately through
speech and writing for a variety of purposes
 Develop an enquiring mind and scientific approach to problems
 Have an opportunity to solve problems using technological skills
 Be capable of communicating their knowledge and feelings through various art forms including art/craft, music, drama and be
acquiring appropriate techniques which will enable them to develop their inventiveness and creativity
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 Know about geographical, historical and social aspects of the local environment and national heritage and be aware of other times
and places and recognise links among family, local, national and international events
 Have some knowledge of the beliefs of the major world religions
 Develop agility, physical co-ordination and confidence in and through movement
 Know how to apply the basic principles of health, hygiene and safety.
 Know how to stay safe online.
The National Curriculum and pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their:
 ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their
interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values
 sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them
 use of imagination and creativity in their learning
 willingness to reflect on their experiences.
The moral development of pupils is shown by their:
 ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong, readily apply this understanding in their own lives and, in so
doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England
 understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions
 interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues, and being able to understand and
appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.
The social development of pupils is shown by their:
 use of a range of social skills in different contexts, including working and socialising with pupils from different religious,
ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds
 willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by volunteering, cooperating well with
others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively.
 acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and
mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; the pupils develop and demonstrate skills and
attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain.
The cultural development of pupils is shown by their:
 understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of
others
 understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further afield as an essential
element of their preparation for life in modern Britain
 knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and values, and in
continuing to develop Britain
 willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, sporting and cultural opportunities
interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths and cultural diversity, and the
extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and attitudes towards
different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and global communities.
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